
AIBC Lifetime Achievement Award
 -established by the AIBC specifically to recognize current or former B.C. architects who have 

made exceptional, sustained and significant contributions to the profession of architecture 

and its public appreciation in the province through an outstanding, career-long body of work.

Kiyoshi Matsuzaki
Retired Architect 

Kiyoshi was born in Shanghai, China and raised in Tokyo, Japan. He later moved to the United States to study architecture at Rhode Island 

School of Design. In 1972, together with his wife Eva, he relocated to Vancouver. He initially spent some time working for McCarter Nairne 

and Partners before joining Arthur Erickson Architects where he remained for 14 years.  He then became a principal at Matsuzaki Wright 

Architects. In 1998, Kiyoshi and Eva established their own firm, Matsuzaki Architects Inc.

Kiyoshi was associated with numerous award-winning projects throughout his career, most notably the University of British Columbia’s 

C.K. Choi Building, which earned the Lieutenant Governor Innovation Award of Excellence in 1998.

Upon joining both the AIBC and the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada in 1974, Kiyoshi became a very active volunteer and advocate 

for his profession. This included two terms on AIBC Council as well as being part of numerous boards, committees and panels. He sat on 

both the AIBC Design Panel Committee and the Vancouver Urban Design Panel, and contributed as a Syllabus Program Mentor and a 

University of British Columbia Thesis Design Mentor. Kiyoshi also served as Vice-President of the Export Council of Canadian Architecture.

In 2003, he was elected to RAIC Board of Directors, and was named RAIC President in 2007. He retired in January of 2011, having remained 

a loud voice in support of emerging professionals and the younger generation.

Kiyoshi passed away on December 23, 2012. He is survived by his wife Eva an AIBC Honorary Member, daughter Tessa and son Martin.


