
Adam’s life has been a remarkable journey. He was born in Hungary in 1938, on the brink of World War II. Having managed to survive Nazi concentration 

camps, in 1946 he found his way to Chile to live with his father. There, he graduated from the School of Architecture in Santiago and quickly began to 

pursue his chosen career. His talent eventually saw him recruited to government service within the housing ministry. Chile’s climate of political unrest 

and military upheaval, however, led to Adam being imprisoned again. 

After a year in confinement, in 1975 he managed to immigrate to Canada where his family settled in Vancouver. Following two years of Canadian 

training, Adam was able to resume his career as an architect. He joined the firm of Peter Cole Architects before starting his own practice. In 1988, he 

teamed with Julio Gomberoff to establish Gomberoff Policzer Architects, which became known for its innovative approach to housing solutions.

Adam has been a dedicated volunteer throughout his career, both at the AIBC and within the local Latin American community. He was actively involved 

in the AIBC’s oral review process for more than 15 years, and spent seven years as part of the institute’s Qualifications Committee. Over that time, 

he contributed significantly to the development of the assessment techniques and interview protocols that formed the basis of the AIBC’s Broadly 

Experienced Architect Program, a model for what is now in place across the country.

Perhaps Adam’s greatest legacy is the mentorship he provided to countless new and would-be architects, using knowledge, wisdom and encouragement 

to guide them to career success, and in doing so having a profound impact on the AIBC.

Adam truly joined the ranks for the retired this past January. He and Irene, his wife of 50 years, have three children. He is an ardent reader and a 

dedicated supporter of the Vancouver International Film Festival.
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