
 
June 4, 2013 
 
 
Mr. William M. Johnston P.Eng.  
Director and Chief Building Official 
Community Services Group 
Office of the Chief Building Official 
City of Vancouver 
453 West 12th Avenue 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
V5Y 1V4 
 
 
 
Dear Will,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the proposed changes to the Vancouver Building 
Bylaw (VBBL). The Architectural Institute of British Columbia's response to those proposals is 
attached, complete with commentary and rationale. They benefit from architectural practitioners' 
input, experienced committee members’ review, and a thorough and lively discussion with city 
staff at a consultation meeting held on May 8, 2013.  
 
Introducing new measures in the VBBL to make a wider variety of housing types more 
accessible and adaptable is an important initiative that the AIBC supports in principle. Providing 
more housing options for persons within a wide range of physical abilities will result in many 
benefits, both for the individuals and families most directly impacted by the changes as well as 
the community as a whole, as the benefits extend both ways - greater choice in housing helps the 
individual seeking housing while  greater diversity strengthens neighborhoods. 
 
There has always been a struggle in the City of Vancouver to keep housing affordable. Although 
the institute supports some of proposed measures that will increase costs, the increases will be 
modest. In some cases, a small expenditure at the time of construction will make a unit more 
convenient and usable by everyone, as well as allowing for easier conversion to a more fully 
accessible unit at a later date. Care must be taken to make sure the measures proposed will be 
effective in increasing accessibility and usability of space, rather than increasing costs and 
requiring additional floor space that may not help anyone. 
 
While there is always a desire for ”simple” code language and straightforward, easily-enforced 
requirements, more complex and nuanced code requirements may sometimes be necessary for 
measures to be truly effective.  
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While the AIBC supports those measures that are best implemented at the time of initial 
construction, it is not necessary to mandate within the VBBL measures that can be easily and 
inexpensively changed by an occupant, or that are already being delivered by the market. Some 
things that may be good for accessibility and adaptability for some people may not be useful or 
desirable for others. If such items can be easily changed, the AIBC is supportive of choice being 
available to all occupants, rather than mandatory requirements that impose limited options on 
those who will not necessarily benefit from them. 
 
The proposed changes to increase safety measures in gender–neutral washrooms and to provide 
additional options for designers in assembly occupancies are supported. Both proposals are in 
response to current market trends and fit within the objectives of the building bylaw.  
 
The AIBC also supports the City of Vancouver’s continued efforts to introduce amendments 
necessary to increase public protection and the right to adequate housing for all citizens. The 
institute appreciates the genuine consultation process through which these forward-thinking 
strategies are being proposed and reviewed, and looks forward to a new and revitalized building 
bylaw in the year ahead.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 

Michael A. Ernest Architect AIBC 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
cc. Maura Gatensby Architect AIBC CP 

Paul Becker Architect AIBC P.Eng.  

 Teddy Lai Architect AIBC CP  
 


