
 

26 September 2012 

Trudy Rotgans architect AIBC 

Executive Director 

BSSB - Building and Safety Standards Branch 

Office of Housing and Construction Standards  

Ministry of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas and Responsible for Housing  

PO Box 9844 Stn Prov Govt 

Victoria, B.C. V8W 9T2 

Dear Ms. Rotgans: 

RE: MANDATORY QUALIFICATIONS FOR BUILDING OFFICIALS 

Thank you for your letter of 09 July 2012 (received 26 July 2012) to AIBC President, David 

Yustin. Further to contacts we subsequently made to the attention of yourself and some of your 

staff (by phone and in person) our response is clear and firm:  

we are in fundamental opposition to your proposal that would require architects (and 

professional engineers) who wish to become engaged as building officials, to essentially 

re-qualify, and to do so under the auspices of the Building Officials Association of BC 

(BOABC). 

The foregoing is consistent with the 13 April 2012 joint AIBC/APEGBC letter to you regarding 

the government’s Proposal for a Modern Building Regulatory System.  Please refer particularly 

to the in-depth rationale provided there by the two design professions’ organizations regarding 

Part B: Certification of Local Building Officials.  

Regrettably, that rationale appears to have been either ignored or discounted, or perhaps not 

understood.  No public protection argument for the proposal has been provided.  No case has 

been made in support of the proposal.  The proposal’s assertion, that the relevant 

competencies are not the practice of architecture, is incorrect and disconcerting.  

The fact is that ‘building code knowledge and application’ is a core element for architects’ 

registration qualification and ongoing competence; is the subject of mandatory education and 

examinations; is central to the crucible of daily practice; and is exemplified in the provision of 

(and public reliance upon) letters of assurance.  The latter, not incidentally, is built into an 

architect’s mandatory scope of service and industry-standard client/architect contracts.



 

 

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia is a self-governing regulatory body dedicated to excellence in the 

profession of architecture for the benefit of the public, its membership and the environment. 

As well, the proposal to exclude senior architects (and engineers) from what would be the new 

‘self-governing’ group is to also misunderstand the nature of self-government.  The group is not 

a trade union but, rather, inclusive of both senior and junior (qualified) people with common 

purpose … public protection.  Further, to suggest that an architect (or engineer) could be 

engaged in ‘management only’ is to misinterpret and undervalue the role of architects (and 

engineers) working as building officials.  The very nature of building official management and 

supervision involves rendering expert opinions on technical matters related to the building 

code, something which is by tradition and statute the purview of architects (and engineers). 

The AIBC has available to it, under its legislated mandate in the public interest, a number of 

public protection mechanisms, including its bylaws and professional conduct processes.  It is 

entirely inappropriate for architects to be regulated by any other organization with regard to 

matters of architectural competence, for which the AIBC has exclusive statutory jurisdiction and 

authority.  A proposal to that end, especially one for which ‘the bar’ is set at a lower standard 

than that of the profession, is neither acceptable nor sensible. 

We would enjoy getting together with you and others in government to review this matter to 

arrive at mutual understandings and a viable program of building official certification, in the 

public interest, which we do support.  

You are no doubt aware of the APEGBC’s related, similar response under separate cover and 

that Tony Chong (its Chief Regulatory Officer and Deputy registrar) is endeavouring to arrange a 

gathering for all of us.  We would be happy to host that meeting, or to convene elsewhere as 

may be convenient. 

Best wishes; 

 

 

Michael A. Ernest architect AIBC 

Executive Director 

cc: Rich Coleman, Minister of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas and Minister Responsible for 

Housing and Deputy Premier 

Derek Doyle, APEGBC Chief Executive Officer and Registrar 

David Yustin, AIBC President 


