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Lawmaking: AIBC Legislation and Bylaws 
 
The Architectural Institute of British Columbia regulates the profession of architecture in the province 
under authority created by the B.C. Architects Act, which dates back to 1920. This provincial legislation 
delegates many responsibilities to AIBC Council and various boards, committees and panels. The 
language of the Act also provides a framework by which the profession’s governance can evolve. Often 
that language is general and permissive; other times, very specific and mandatory. 
 
The establishment of “bylaws” is an important self-governance element, and the authority to establish 
bylaws is found in Section 24 of the Act. It provides that bylaws may be passed by the institute as are 
“considered necessary for the regulation of the institute, its members, architectural firms, licensees and 
associates.”  The same section articulates specific subject areas for which bylaws may be introduced, 
including such matters as nomination and election of council; the setting by council of fees or fines 
payable to the institute; a code of ethics and professional conduct; professional liability insurance; and 
the registering of firms.    
 
While there may be an almost limitless range of issues and subjects of concern to the AIBC and its 
members, their suitability as a bylaw subject is limited.  A bylaw is essentially a form of rule or 
regulation, usually passed by an entity such as a society, profession or local government, to address 
specific governance, conduct or related matters of importance to the particular organization.  Bylaw-
making is a form of delegated lawmaking, and as such requires a more heightened level of formality and 
oversight than, for example, policy-making or operational decision-making.  
 
In the case of the AIBC, proposed bylaws must be put to a member vote at a general meeting or by mail-
in ballot in keeping with the notice and voting requirements of AIBC Bylaws 35.1 and 35.2, which read: 
 

Meeting Vote            35.1         These Bylaws may be amended at any general meeting of the Institute by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present at such meeting, provided that notice of such proposed 
amendment must be given to the Executive Director at least 30 days before the Meeting, 
and the Executive Director shall issue notices of the Meeting and notify the members of 
the proposed amendment, in accordance with Section 21(3) of the Act. 

 
Mail Ballot                35.2         These Bylaws may be amended by a mail ballot in the following manner: 

(a) the ballot is forwarded with Council’s approval to all members of the Institute 
entitled to vote 

(b) Approval of an amendment to the Bylaws requires a two-thirds affirmative 
majority of the ballots received being that number as set out under Bylaw 19.1 

(c) the Executive Director shall forward ballots to the members entitled to vote and 
receive the ballots by a date specified by Council provided this represents a 
minimum of 21days from the date the ballots were mailed. 

 
 
After the Vote: Notice to Government 
 
If a proposed bylaw receives the requisite 2/3 support of voting members, a copy of the proposed bylaw 
must then be filed with the provincial government within seven days of the vote  (If a proposed bylaw 



fails to attract the necessary support, no further steps are necessary.).  What follows is a 45-day 
“disallowance period” during which the government considers whether the proposed bylaw is in 
keeping with the Architects Act or is ultra vires – beyond the legal authority – of the institute. If any 
bylaw is disallowed, the AIBC is notified and the bylaw amendment does not come into effect.   
Otherwise, the bylaw is binding and official after the disallowance period and is incorporated in an 
updated AIBC bylaw document, and notice is given to architects and other registrants of the bylaw 
changes. 
 
The AIBC’s bylaws have been amended many times over the years, with the most recent amendments 
having taken place in 2001 when the membership supported a series of bylaw proposals related to 
institute governance, a building envelope professional program and mandatory continuing education.  It 
is instructive to note, however, that the proposals concerning the building envelope professional 
program were subsequently disallowed by the provincial government, as is their prerogative under the 
Architects Act. 
 
More recently, in 2009 bylaw proposals brought forth by members that related to binding council with 
respect to amendments to the Architects Act were passed at the annual meeting but disallowed by the 
province.   
 
 
Bylaw Amendment Process and Update 
 
AIBC Council commenced a formal bylaw review process in September 2011 through creation of the 
Bylaw Review Committee.  That group’s recommendations on a first suite of bylaw amendments were 
received in February 2012, with council making specific bylaw amendment proposals to members for 
the 2012 annual meeting.  In addition, members have submitted bylaw proposals that will be debated 
and voted on at a special meeting on the same day as the annual meeting.   
 
The Bylaw Review Committee will resume its research, analysis and member consultation on further 
bylaw reform after the May 2012 annual meeting. 
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