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Dear Colleagues, 

The BC Chapter of Architecture Canada has seen a tremendous growth of activity in the advocacy of architecture 
in this province. The chapter has reached or surpassed its goals for 2011 through the numerous chapter-led 
initiatives and ideas from our members. As advocates of architects, our goal is to ensure that “Architecture 
Matters” to all British Columbians.   

Architecture Canada invites you to help champion advocacy, both in  B.C. and nationally, by registering or 
renewing your membership with us. While we are the voice for approximately 4800 members in Canada and have 
seen steady growth in in membership, it is important to continue growing in order to properly represent the 
majority of Canadian architects. We would like to see more B.C. architects join Architecture Canada, increasing 
the number beyond the present 30% of current provincial membership. 

On a leadership note, current Architecture Canada President Stuart Howard MAIBC FRAIC will be stepping aside 
to allow David Craddock FRAIC to take on that role in 2012.  We thank Stuart for his valuable efforts, and are 
confident that our future will bring continued positive change for architects across Canada. 

I invite you to take a moment and read more about the advocacy that the B.C. chapter has initiated: 

• The B.C.-born “Advocates for Architecture” awards, now in its third year, have grown in size as well as 
prestige. Honourees include lay persons such as Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts, S.F.U. Chancellor Michael 
Stevenson, local gallery curator Greg Bellerby, architectural critic and writer Trevor Boddy, Plan Talk 
organizer and past City of Vancouver councillor Gordon Price, architectural heritage consultant Robert 
Lemon MAIBC, heritage consultant and lobbyist Don Luxton, local Pechakucha organizer Steven Cox, local 
architectural advocate Cheryl Cooper, and the Museum of West Vancouver.  

• Our membership with the Sustainable Transportation Coalition of BC offers a unique role as advocates and 
promoters of mass transit and Vancouver’s new Evergreen Line. 

• The Plan Talk partnership with the Planning Institute of B.C. has grown as we welcome the participation of 
the Urban Land Institute.  

• Through partnering with the Museum of Vancouver, the “Built City” Series has presented, to both local 
architects and the public, sustainability sessions on topics including “The Living Building Challenge”, “The 
Revitalization of a Culture of Wood”, and “BioMimcry in Architecture”. 

• Through Conrad Boychuk  MAIBC MRAIC, we were fortunate to involve Canadian students in the IOC / 
IOKS International Sports and Recreation Facility competition. Impressively, a team of six Canadian 
students won bronze in the competition. The chapter supported the winners’ trip to Cologne to receive their 
award. 

• The chapter contributed funds to the student / intern architect team selected for the BC Migrating Landscape 
competition, allowing it to continue on to Winnipeg and, hopefully, the Venice Biennale. 

• Through local members, the chapter has lobbied the provincial government in an effort to retain the 
Provincial Heritage Program. 

• 2011 saw the evolution of a proud partnership with Artist4kids, resulting in the creation of a new 
Architecture4kids program where local school children are taught architecture skills by members. 

• The chapter has lobbied the prime minister on issues specific to the environment, sustainability and the 2030 
Challenge. 

• the  BC chapter has created new professional development courses: Core Sun Lighting; and the University 
of Ferrara summer program for architects, designers, educators and those interested in cutting-edge 
sustainable design. 

• Chapter representatives once again welcomed incoming students at the University of British Columbia’s 
School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, listening to their concerns about their chosen profession 
and offering guidance in this prestigious and enjoyable career of architecture. 
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Here is what some have to say about the Metro Vancouver Chapter of Architecture Canada: 

“Architecture Canada, our country's preeminent architectural advocacy group, now has a local voice. The Metro 
Vancouver Chapter's recently established Advocates for Architecture awards are celebrating and providing a 
voice to those in our community who recognize the positive power of architecture. This is an important step 
forward in securing our profession's future. There has probably never been a more critical time in recent history 
for architects to have a strong national advocacy organization. In the context of rapid urbanization, financial 
constraints, new project delivery methods and environmental challenges, our built environment is being 
dramatically reconsidered. Architects should have a key role to play in this, but regrettably that is not always the 
case. More than ever, we need to look beyond regulations and develop a coherent public voice that can explain 
the true value of architecture. There is no other organization poised to do so as well as Architecture Canada, so 
we must support it.” 
Michael Heeney MAIBC FRAIC RI (BC) LEED AP  
Principal, BINGTHOM | ARCHITECTS 
 
“The RAIC and Ferrara University's architecture faculty thoughtfully organized a six-day conference / tour of 
innovative examples of restoring heritage properties and integrating sustainable design practices into new 
buildings. 
The program covered a wide variety of contextual examples of architectural design, fully explained by the 
designers themselves. The variety of architectural concepts resulted in an intriguing and thought provoking 
experience. A well thought out balance of styles and site locations made to maximize the delegates’ experience. 
Bravo to the organizers!” 
Joan Shaw RID 
 
“Many thanks to the RAIC and the University of Ferrara for a fascinating and uniquely Italian learning experience. 
I greatly enjoyed the case studies and site tours and found them to be internationally applicable to both heritage 
design/restoration and sustainability. The course material and tours were incredible prepared and informative. I 
would highly recommend this experience to other designers and architects.” 
Jessica Hawes/ OAA, B.E.S., M. Arch, RPP, MCIP, LEED AP 
Associate - Architecture + Urban Design, Brook McIlroy 
 
 
We invite you to take a look at our national website to see what is being done for Canadian architects. Please go 
to http://www.raic.org/. 

Lastly but most importantly, we invite you to become a member and get involved in supporting the advocacy of 
architects in BC by attending our monthly chapter meetings.  Please see our website at http://www.raic.org/bc/ for 
more information. 

A note for new members, students and intern architects:  
• Graduates can be members of Architecture Canada | RAIC for an annual fee of $84 for the first three 

years of membership. 
• New graduates are eligible for a free one-year membership. 
• New chapter members can take advantage of the $185 introductory fee. 

To renew or for new registrants, please go to the RAIC website 
(http://www.raic.org/membership/becoming_a_member/full_e.htm) or contact membership coordinator 
Angelique Sauvé at asauve@raic.org. 

On behalf of the RAIC, we look forward to your support.  

Sincerely,     

  
Stuart Howard, FRAIC, AIA, MAIBC  
President 

Wayne De Angelis, FRAIC, MAIBC  
RAIC Regional Director BC / Yukon 
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