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Outside the 604 

With most anything in this province, there is a tendency to be Vancouver-centric. It’s understandable, as Vancouver is 

the major population base and perceived by many as the economic hub for B.C. While the city may not be the 

provincial capital, it is certainly a centre of activity. 

The same tendency holds true for the institute, likely because close to 75 per cent of membership resides in the 

Lower Mainland. That said, the AIBC has a provincial mandate, and a province-wide membership. That is why extra 

effort has to be made to ensure those outside the 604 area code are heard from, considered and involved. 

Certainly that has been part of the thinking for AIBC’s Councils membership engagement efforts over the past year. 

Council has created opportunities, and taken advantage of existing ones, to get on the road and out to the farther 

reaches to hear what’s on the mind of those registrants who may often feel they don’t have a voice or a vehicle with 

which to communicate to the institute. 

Council representatives have made their way to the Fraser Valley and Vancouver Island (twice). We’ve broken bread 

in Whistler and throughout the Interior. I’ve personally had the privilege of being part of many of these “conversations 

with council”, and to say the experience has been positive would be an understatement. 

Unfailingly, I’ve come away from these engagement sessions inspired by the people I’ve met, who’ve taken the time 

to sit down with their council and share their questions, concerns and ideas. What they’ve also shared, perhaps 

unbeknownst to them, is pride in their profession and passion for their work. From big city to small town, the heart of 

an architect beats the same, and it is inspiring. 

That isn’t to say that there aren’t legitimate concerns. The first step to addressing those concerns, however, is to hear 

them. For your council, these conversations are deliberately one-sided. We’re listening, and we hear what you have 

to say. 

One message that has resonated concerns the designations given to members and associates – the “dot aibc” 

situation. There is widespread confusion within the institute about what they mean, and concern about how they 

might be interpreted. That is why council was quick to act on this clear message from membership, setting aside the 

“.aibc” approach and directing resources into finding a designation system that is clear, consistent and appropriate. 

Over the next two months (see schedule), we’ll be back on the road to share with you our suggestions for a new 

system of designations, and the thinking behind it. I look forward to this next round of constructive, collaborative 

conversations. 

  

On The Edge 

Meanwhile, the AIBC’s annual conference is fast approaching. This year’s gathering is a joint effort with Architecture 

Canada, making it even bigger in scope than our usual affair. The 2011 Festival of Architecturewill offer more 

sessions over more days and with more opportunities to learn and to network. I hope you will take advantage of the 

impressive and diverse program of professional development sessions as well as daily events that celebrate our 

profession. 

As part of the festival, the 2011 AIBC Annual Meeting will take place on the Tuesday afternoon, a change from the 

Saturday afternoon scheduling of recent years. In addition, time has been dedicated throughout Tuesday morning, 

http://bit.ly/g203Si


prior to the annual meeting, for information sessions and presentations specific to issues of concern to the 

membership. You are encouraged to attend. 

It is indeed a privilege to partner with Architecture Canada for this grand event. The RAIC, to use its former name, 

has long played a valuable role as the principle advocate for Canadian architects. At the local level, its young B.C. 

chapter is making great strides in building both membership and mission. This jointly-sponsored West Coast 

gathering provides an ideal vehicle for both the AIBC and Architecture Canada to forge even stronger relationships 

stretching across the country. 

With a theme of “Architecture on the Edge”, the festival provides a rare and welcomed opportunity to call attention to 

the state of the profession in this province. B.C. architects have a growing international reputation for architectural 

innovation and excellence, on that is rightly deserved. By the end of Architecture Week in B.C., both the profession 

and the public will have a better idea of what we’re doing, and how we do it, out here on the left edge of the country. 

  

In The Mix 

With the annual conference comes our annual meeting, and the election of the next AIBC Council. My interactions 

with membership over the past year has confirmed that there are many who appreciate the concept of public interest, 

care about the profession, and share a vision for the future. This council election is your chance to play a lead role. 

By now you will have received a nomination package. There is still time to step up and put your name forward (the 

deadline for nominations is March 31). Yes, it’s a big responsibility, a challenging task that can be time-consuming. It 

is also greatly rewarding. 

It is the pursuit of AIBC Council to ensure sound regulation and support for the profession in the public interest. Once 

elected, every council member, regardless of personal interests or circumstance, speaks for all architects. More 

importantly, he or she is there to represent the public. 

As I’ve often said, this profession is only as strong as its commitment to public interest. That is how we will ultimately 

be regarded and judged – through the eyes of the public. It is a humbling notion, and a noble pursuit. 

At the same time, the strength of AIBC Council is a reflection of its membership. If you are passionate about the 

profession, care about its future, and embrace the notion of public interest, consider standing for election to council. 

At the least, I would ask that you get informed and then cast your votes. After all, the greatest danger to the institute 

isn’t competing ideas and conflicting opinions; it is apathy. 

Sincerely,  

Pierre E. Gallant  MAIBC FRAIC AAA 

AIBC Council President 

 


