
 

 

 

Sustainable Building Challenge – iiSBE Canada 
SB11 CALL FOR POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 

What is the Sustainable Building Challenge? 
The Sustainable Building Challenge (SB Challenge) is an international co-operative process promoting 
innovative sustainable building design and seeking an improved understanding of building performance 
assessment tools from a national and international perspective. 
 
SB Challenge will form a key part of the Seventh World Sustainable Building Conference (SB11) to be 
held in Helsinki, Finland from October 18-21, 2011 (see www.sb11.org). 
 

Role of the iiSBE Canada SB11 Team 
A Canadian team has been formed under the International Initiative for a Sustainable Built Environment 
(iiSBE). It has searched for examples of the most sustainable buildings designed and developed in 
Canada over the past three years. Two projects have been selected for comprehensive evaluation and 
presentation to the international audience at SB11. The new 2,150 sq.m office building for Enermodal 
Engineering in Kitchener, and a new 7,335 sq. m sustainable trades training building for the Penticton 
Campus for Okanagan College have been selected for detailed assessment and presentation. 
 
The iiSBE Canada SB11 Team is now inviting submissions for poster projects to be displayed at SB11 to 
complement the pair of detailed project assessments (poster projects do not have to undergo a detailed 
evaluation). These poster projects will provide SB11 attendees with a more complete understanding of the 
progress of sustainable building in Canada and enhance our country’s participation in the conference.  
 

How Can I Participate? 
If you are a Canadian architect, engineer, building owner or commercial developer, you are invited to 
submit your most environmentally-advanced project to be presented in poster format at the SB Challenge 
in Helsinki.  
 
Benefits for Participants  

• Gain exposure for your project and organization to a wider global and domestic audience. Results 
of SB11 will be widely disseminated to industry journals and publications. Participating projects 
will also have an opportunity to be profiled at national and local conferences across Canada. 

• Learn about how your project compares to high performance design and construction strategies 
in use elsewhere in the world. 

• Contribute to raising awareness of high performance building issues and stimulating international 
demand for environmentally-conscious building design and construction. 
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Eligibility Criteria 

Commercial, institutional and multi-unit residential building types from the public or private sector will all 
be considered for the SB Challenge. Minimum size is 1,000 m2. Projects not yet completed or occupied 
will be considered but only if they have completed design documents. 
 
Selection Process 

Each poster project submission should outline how their project has addressed the following issues: 

• Site selection, project planning and development 

• Energy and resource consumption 

• Environmental loadings 

• Indoor environmental quality 

• Service quality 

• Social and economic aspects 

• Cultural and perceptual aspects 
 
Poster projects will be selected based on: 
- potential exemplary and balanced sustainability performance; 
- comprehensiveness of how the issues above has been addressed; and 
- architectural quality 
 
The selection process will take place in February 2011. If your project is chosen, you will be advised 
within one month of selection of the final presentation format that will be required for display at SB11. 
Preparation of the poster images in a PowerPoint file format is the minimum submission requirement. Up 
to ten (10) projects will be considered, although not all submissions will necessarily be accepted. The 
Canadian team would be pleased if those whose projects were presented as posters could attend the 
conference, but attendance is not mandatory. 
 
All submissions become the property of iiSBE Canada and will not be returned to proponents. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
Your submission must include the following information: 
1. Project name, location, date of construction or start date and projected completion date, building 

owner or property manager including address and contact name. 
2. Size (in square meters); 

• gross conditioned floor area  
• building footprint/roof area  
• gross wall area 

3. Building type/use (define by area for mixed use). 
4. Envelope construction (fenestration-to-wall ratio; opaque wall, roof and foundation RSI or U-values; 

whole window U-values). 
5. Brief HVAC description. 
6. Brief lighting/daylighting description (including control strategies). 
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7. Actual or projected purchased energy use by energy source (natural gas, electricity, etc.) expressed 
in MJ/m2/yr or kWh/ft2/yr  (NOTE: Unusual and significant process loads should be separated from 
the building energy use). 

8. Actual or projected reduction in energy use from a reference building expressed as a percentage 
(NOTE: Identify reference – acceptable references are NRCan CEUD, MNECB ’97 + CBIP rules, 
ASHRAE 90.1-XXXX). 

9. Actual or projected annual energy use that is supplied by renewable energy sources. 
10. Actual or projected potable water use for irrigation and building occupants (excluding processes); 

(litres/m2 or litres per Full Time Equivalent occupant (FTE) per year as appropriate). 
 
Application Fees 

A $150.00 (CDN) application fee is to be made payable to iiSBE Canada. Note: Please provide a PDF 
copy of cheque or money order with all electronic submissions which can be sent by mail. 
 

Deadline for Entries 
 
To be considered as a poster project for SB11, your submissions must be received no later than 
4:00 p.m. EDT Friday, January 28, 2011. 
 
Send your submission to: 

iiSBE Canada SB11 SBC Call for Posters 
c/o Energy Profiles Limited 
295 The West Mall, Suite 503 
Etobicoke, ON  M9C 4Z4 
Attn.:  Bob Bach 

Email: bbach@energyprofiles.com 
 

(Note: Electronic submissions are preferred.) 
 

About the iiSBE Canada SB11 Team 

The iiSBE Canada SB11 Team will select submissions and direct their preparation for the conference. The 
team operates under the auspices of iiSBE Canada and is composed of a voluntary committee of 
professionals representing a wide cross-section of the building industry. The team operates in collaboration 
with the non-profit Athena Institute and with the participation of Natural Resources Canada CanmetENERGY, 
and Public Works and Government Services Canada.  
  
For Additional Information 
If you require additional information or have questions about the SB Challenge, please contact:  

Gord Shymko 
Captain, iiSBE Canada SB11 Team 
gshymko@gfshymko.com 
Tel: 403-254-4776 or  Fax: 403-254-4795  

 


